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SomaliCAN Facilitates Community 
Conversation with Police 

Deeqo Khalif 

SomaliCAN has arranged a community conversation with the 
Columbus police on Saturday, May 1, 2010 following some 
misunderstanding between a community member and a police 
officer.  

Somali community leaders who attended the conversation were 
Jibril Hirsi and Adam O’Hirsi, both of SomaliCAN, Khadra Mohamed, 
a Somali American Master’s level social worker, and Abdirizak 
Farah, the New Americans Coordinator for Mayor Michael 
Coleman’s Community Relations Office.  The Columbus Police were 
represented by officer Todd Sheets and Sergeant Ken Tischler.  

The conversation took place over coffee in a friendly environment 
characterized by mutual respect and understanding. SomaliCAN 
promises to continue providing cultural sensitivity training for the 
police while promoting trust in police work among New Americans. 
SomaliCAN administers the Justice Assistance Program with funding 
from the Office of Criminal Justice Services at the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety. 
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SomaliCAN oo Qabanqaabisay Is afgarad 
Jaaliyadda iyo Booliska 

Deeqo Khalif 

SomaliCAN ayaa ka shaqaysay wada hadal u dhexeeyey jaaliyadda 
iyo booliska maalinkii Sabtiga, May 1, 2010, taas oo ka dambaysay is 
maandhaaf u dhexeeyey qof Soomaali ah iyo askari ka tirsan 
booliska.  

Madaxda jaaliyadda ee ka qayb qaatay wada hadalkaas waxay kala 
ahaayeen Jibril Hirsi iyo Adam O’Hirsi oo ka tirsan SomaliCAN, 
Khadra Mohamed oo ku takhasustay cilmiga bulshada, iyo 
Cabdirisaaq Faarax oo ah Agaasimaha arrimaha soo galootiga ee 
xafiiska Duqa Magaalada  Columbus. Dhanka boliiska waxa matalay 
labo sarkaal oo kala ah Todd Sheets iyo Ken Tischler. 

Wada hadalka waa lagu dul qaxweeyay, waxana halkaas ka 
muuqday jawwi is af-garad iyo xushmo leh. SomaliCAN waxay ballan 
qaadaysaa sii dardar gelinta tababarrada ay u furto booliska si ay u 
fahmaan Soomaalida iyadoo la wacyi gelinayo dadka Maraykanka ku 
cusub. SomaliCAN waxay maamushaa barnaamijka kobcinta 
caddaaladda uu maalgeliyo Office of Criminal Justice Service oo ka 
mid ah Ohio Department of Public Safety. 

deeqo@somalican.org  
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